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THANK YOU. (APPLAUSE)  THANK YOU. (APPLAUSE)  THANK YOU. 
 
THANK YOU, SPEAKER DE VENECIA. CONGRATULATIONS! SENATE 
PRESIDENT MANNY VILLAR.  (APPLAUSE) 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT NOLI DE CASTRO, (APPLAUSE) PRESIDENT RAMOS, 
(APPLAUSE) CHIEF JUSTICE PANGANIBAN, (APPLAUSE) MEMBERS OF 
THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS, (APPLAUSE) SENATORS, (APPLAUSE) 
CONGRESSMEN AND CONGRESSWOMEN, (APPLAUSE) OTHER 
OFFICIALS,  LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.   
  
SA ARAW NA ITO, NAKATUON ANG ISIP NATIN SA ATING MGA 
KABABAYAN SA LEBANON. NASA KUKO SILA NGAYON NG MALAGIM NA 
PAGLALA NG DIGMAAN.  KAHAPON LAMANG, SINALUBONG NATIN ANG 
UNANG DALAWANG DAAN PILIPINONG LUMIKAS DOON. LIMANG DAAN  
PA ANG MAUUWI NATIN SA SUSUNOD NA APAT NA ARAW. (APPLAUSE) 
  
SA ATING MGA OFW, TUNAY KAYONG MGA BAGONG BAYANI,  SA 
INYONG PAGLILINGKOD SA PAMILYA,  SA  BAYAN  AT  SA  DIYOS,  
MARAMING SALAMAT. (APPLAUSE)  
  
SA ATING MGA KABABAYAN, A JOURNEY OF A THOUSAND MILES 
DOES NOT BEGIN WITH A SINGLE STEP.  IT STARTS BEFORE THE 
FIRST STEP. IT STARTS WITH GATHERING THE MEANS TO COMPLETE 
IT SUCCESSFULLY.  THOSE MEANS ARE NOW AT  HAND. 
   
TO MY FRIENDS IN CONGRESS WHO, IN THE FACE OF GRAVE 
POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES, CHAMPIONED AND PASSED SOME OF 
THE MOST SEVERE AND CRITICAL FISCAL REFORMS TO SAVE OUR 
ECONOMY, MARAMING SALAMAT. (APPLAUSE) YOU ARE THE TRUE 
FRIENDS OF THE FILIPINO PEOPLE. (APPLAUSE) FOR THE REAL 
CHALLENGE HAS NEVER BEEN TO BLAME BUT TO FIX WHAT IS 
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WRONG IN OUR COUNTRY AND OUR ECONOMY. 
  
DAHIL SA INYO, SA WAKAS MAY PONDO NA TAYO HINDI LAMANG PARA 
IBAYAD ANG INTERES KUNDI PARA SA EDUKASYON, MAS MABUTING 
TULAY AT KALSADA, PAGBIGAY KALINGA SA KALUSUGAN, AT HIGIT NA 
TRABAHO SA ATING BANSA. (APPLAUSE) NOW, WE HAVE THE MONEY  
TO PAY DOWN OUR DEBT AND TO BUILD UP OUR COUNTRY.  
   
TO THE CIVIL SERVANTS WHO ROSE TO THE CHALLENGE OF TURNING 
A WEAKENING ECONOMY TO A STRONG REPUBLIC, THROUGH MORE 
VIGOROUS TAX COLLECTION AND MORE VIGILANT ACTION AGAINST 
CORRUPTION, MARAMING SALAMAT. (APPLAUSE) WE HAVE ACHIEVED 
RECORD REVENUE COLLECTIONS. WE ARE LINING UP CORRUPT 
OFFICIALS TO FACE THE CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR MISDEEDS. AND 
FINALLY  EARNED THE RESPECT OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
AS A SERIOUS AND VIABLE STATE FOR OUR FISCAL DISCIPLINE AND 
BILLIONS OF PESOS IN ANNUAL INTEREST SAVINGS THAT ARE NOW 
GOING INTO NECESSARY PUBLIC INVESTMENTS. (APPLAUSE) 
   
TO OUR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE ARMED SERVICES, THE HUGE AND 
DEEP CORE OF YOUR LOYALTY HAS EARNED THE NATION'S 
ACCOLADE. THE FEW MUTINEERS HAVE BEEN CONDEMNED BY THE 
PEOPLE. THEY AND THEIR PARTISAN COHORTS AND FUNDERS ARE 
BEING BROUGHT TO JUSTICE. (APPLAUSE) SA NAKARARAMING KAWAL 
AT PULIS NA NAGTAGUYOD NG WATAWAT AT SALIGANG BATAS, 
MARAMING SALAMAT. (APPLAUSE) 
  
AND AT A TIME WHEN WE MUST EACH, AS INDIVIDUALS AND AS 
COMMUNITIES, TAKE GREATER RESPONSIBILITY, OUR LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS MAN THE FRONTLINE OF CHANGE -- 
(APPLAUSE) CHANGE FOR GREATER ACCOUNTABILITY, FOR BETTER 
SERVICE, AND MORE RESPONSIVENESS TO THEIR CONSTITUENTS.  
SA INYONG LAHAT MGA LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS,  MARAMING 
SALAMAT. (APPLAUSE) 
  
HIGIT SA LAHAT, SALAMAT SA SAMBAYANANG PILIPINO, PARA SA 
INYONG MGA SAKRIPISYO, SA INYONG TIYAGA, FOR BELIEVING, IN 
THE FACE OF THE GREATEST HARDSHIPS, IN OUR ABILITY TO 
SURMOUNT THE OBSTACLES TO THE FUTURE YOU DESERVE; YOU 
WHO HAVE RESISTED PERSISTENT IF NOT PATHETIC CALLS FOR 
DESPAIR INSTEAD OF FAITH, FOR ANARCHY INSTEAD OF HARMONY,  
SALAMAT, SALAMAT, TAUSPUSONG PASASALAMAT. (APPLAUSE) 
  
SO I  STAND BEFORE YOU TODAY TO DELIVER A STATE OF THE 
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NATION THAT IS FOCUSED ON WHAT THE PEOPLE WANT;  THE 
PEOPLE WANT TO KNOW THE PLAN TO PUT US ON THE PATH TO 
PROSPERITY.   
  
 
 
 
I’M NOT HERE TO TALK ABOUT POLITICS; I’M HERE TO TALK ABOUT 
WHAT THE PEOPLE WANT; DETAILS ON THE STATE OF THE NATION 
AND WHAT THEIR GOVERNMENT IS DOING TO MAKE PROGRESS 
EVERY  SINGLE DAY. (APPLAUSE) 
  
SAMA-SAMA NATING ISUSULONG ANG BANSA PATUNGO SA 
KINABUKASANG NAGNININGNING. 
  
GAYA NG NAKIKITA SA GRAPH NA ITO, DAHIL SA ATING REPORMA SA 
EKONOMIYA, WE NOW HAVE THE FUNDS TO ADDRESS SOCIAL 
INEQUITY AND ECONOMIC DISPARITY. (APPLAUSE) TOO MANY... 
MASYADONG MARAMI ANG MAMAMAYANG NAGUGUTOM.  HINDI AKO 
HIHINTO HANGGANG MAGTAGUMPAY ANG ATING LABAN SA 
KAHIRAPAN. (APPLAUSE) 
  
WE NOW HAVE THE FUNDS TO STAMP OUT TERRORISM AND LAWLESS 
VIOLENCE. (APPLAUSE) 
  
MAY PONDO NA TAYO PARA LABANAN ANG KATIWALIAN. (APPLAUSE) 
  
OUR REFORMS HAVE EARNED US ONE BILLION PESOS FROM THE U.S. 
MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE ACCOUNT FOR MORE INVESTIGATORS, 
PROSECUTORS, AND NEW TECHNOLOGY TO FIGHT CORRUPTION. 
(APPLAUSE) WE ARE MATCHING THIS WITH ANOTHER  BILLION  FROM 
OUR FISCAL SAVINGS.  
  
WE NOW HAVE THE FUNDS FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AND ELECTORAL 
CHANGES. (APPLAUSE) SA KASALUKUYANG SISTEMA NAPAKABAGAL 
ANG PROSESO, AT BUKAS SA LABIS NA PAGTUTUNGGALI, AT SIKIL 
ANG LALAWIGAN AT MAMAMAYAN SA PAGHAHARI NG IMPERIAL 
MANILA. PANAHON NANG IBALIK ANG KAPANGYARIHAN SA 
TAUMBAYAN AT LALAWIGAN. (LONG APPLAUSE)  FOR SURELY, THERE 
MUST BE A BETTER WAY TO DO POLITICS, SO THAT THOSE WHO LOSE 
ELECTIONS DO NOT MAKE THE COUNTRY PAY FOR THEIR 
FRUSTRATED AMBITIONS. (APPLAUSE/LAUGHTER) THERE MUST BE A 
BETTER WAY SO THAT THOSE WHO WIN THE NATION'S MANDATE TO 
GOVERN CAN WORK WITHOUT DELAY AND WHIMSICAL OBSTRUCTION. 
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(APPLAUSE)  THERE MUST BE A BETTER WAY. 
  
MEANWHILE,  NOW  WE CAN FUND THE MEDIUM-TERM PUBLIC 
INVESTMENT PROGRAM.  
  
SUMUSULONG ANG ATING PLANO NA MAY TATLONG YUGTO:  UNA, 
ANG MAKAAHON SA MGA DEKADA NG UTANG AT KAPOS NG PONDO.  
NAGAWA NA NATIN ITO SAMA-SAMA TAYO.  (APPLAUSE) IKALAWANG 
YUGTO, ANG PAGBALIK SA TAUMBAYAN NG MAS MALAKING KITA NG 
PAMAHALAAN  UPANG MAKAPAGPUNDAR NG KALINGA SA KALUSUGAN, 
EDUKASYON AT TRABAHO NA KAILANGANG-KAILANGAN NG 
MAMAMAYAN. GINAGAWA NA RIN NATIN ITO. (APPLAUSE)  AND 
FINALLY, PHASE THREE:  TO INVEST IN THE NATURAL ADVANTAGES 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES OF EACH SECTION OF OUR NATION SO 
THAT WHEN HARNESSED TOGETHER,  THE MAJOR ECONOMIC 
REGIONS OF THE NATION ARE LARGER THAN THE SUM OF ITS PARTS.  
(APPLAUSE) 
   
WE WILL ENHANCE THE COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE OF THE NATURAL 
"SUPER REGIONS" OF THE PHILIPPINES: THE NORTH LUZON AGRI-
BUSINESS QUADRANGLE, (APPLAUSE) THE METRO LUZON URBAN 
BELTWAY, (APPLAUSE) CENTRAL PHILIPPINES, (APPLAUSE) MINDANAO 
(APPLAUSE)  AND THE CYBER CORRIDOR. (APPLAUSE) 
   
IN NORTH LUZON, WE WILL PRIORITIZE AGRI-BUSINESS 
INVESTMENTS. (APPLAUSE)  THE AGRICULTURAL AND FISHERIES 
POTENTIAL OF THE CORDILLERAS, ILOCANDIA AND CAGAYAN VALLEY 
CAN FEED LUZON AFFORDABLY. (APPLAUSE) AND NEARNESS TO 
NORTH ASIA HOLDS THE RICH PROMISE OF AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS 
AND TOURISM. 
  
MY FATHER BUILT THE HALSEMA HIGHWAY FROM BAGUIO TO 
BONTOC, AND THE BAGABAG AIRPORT IN NUEVA VIZCAYA, TO 
ACCESS THE IFUGAO RICE TERRACES, WHICH BY THE WAY, THE 
UNESCO HAS RECENTLY PRAISED FOR THE WAY WE HAVE CARRIED 
OUT OUR HERITAGE PRESERVATION POLICY. (APPLAUSE) WE HAVE 
REHABILITATED THE BAGUIO TO MOUNT DATA LEG OF THE HIGHWAY 
AND THE REST OF HALSEMA WILL NOW FOLLOW. (APPLAUSE) WE 
WILL UPGRADE THE BAGABAG AIRPORT AND BUILD A NEW ONE IN 
LAL-LO, CAGAYAN,  (APPLAUSE)  WHICH WILL CONNECT TO 
CORDILLERA BY  UPGRADING THE TABUK-TUGUEGARAO ROAD. 
(APPLAUSE) 
  
SA TABUK, KALINGA NOONG ABRIL, TUMANGGAP NG TITULO SA LUPA 



 5 

ANG ILANG MATATANDA PAGKATAPOS NILANG NAGHINTAY NG 
DALAWAMPUNG TAON MULA NOONG NAPIRMAHAN ANG MOUNT DATA 
ACCORD NG GOBYERNO AT NG CORDILLERA PEOPLE'S LIBERATION 
ARMY. MAY ISANG MATANDA, SUOT ANG LUMANG UNIPORME NG 
CPLA, PUMILA, HILA-HILA ANG ISANG BINATILYO. SABI NIYA, "THIS IS 
NOT FOR ME BUT FOR HIM." AGAD INABOT ANG TITULO SA APO. 
NARITO BA NGAYON SI GINOONG AMA BALUNGGAY AT ANG KANIYANG 
APO NA  SI JACOB?  (APPLAUSE)   
  
AND OUR POST-HARVEST SUPPORT SHALL CONTINUE, LIKE THE COLD 
CHAIN THAT WE SET UP IN 2004 FOR LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET UNDER 
MAYOR NESTOR PONGWAN. (APPLAUSE) IT CONSISTED OF A 
REFRIGERATED STORAGE FACILITY AND REFRIGERATED TRUCKS TO 
DELIVER VEGETABLES TO METRO MANILA. NAIS KONG TUMAAS ANG 
KITA NG MGA MAGSASAKA, AT ANG INA NG BAWAT TAHANAN AY 
MAKABILI NG MURA AT SARIWANG GULAY  PARA SA KANIYANG MGA 
ANAK. (APPLAUSE) 
  
 
SO THAT THE PEOPLE WILL KNOW HOW WELL THEIR MONEY IS 
SPENT, BENGUET AND ITS TOWNS OF BAKUN, BOKOD AND ITOGON 
HAVE ROLLED OUT THE NEW ELECTRONIC GOVERNMENT 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEM IN THEIR JURISDICTIONS.  
  
IF IFUGAO WAS ABLE TO CUT ITS POVERTY IN HALF IN THE FIRST 
THREE YEARS OF OUR ADMINISTRATION, FROM 56 TO 28 PERCENT -- 
CONGRATULATIONS! -- (APPLAUSE) WE HOPE THAT THROUGH THESE 
PROGRAMS, THE OTHER PROVINCES CAN REPLICATE THE SUCCESS 
OF IFUGAO. (APPLAUSE)  HANGAD NATING DUMAMI ANG MGA TAGA-
CORDILLERA SA MGA PROPESYON NA TINITINGALAAN NG BAYAN, 
GAYA NG MGA ABOGADO, GAYA NI MAURICE DOMOGAN AT ROMEO 
BRAWNER. (APPLAUSE)  IBIG DIN NATING MAKAPAGHANDA ANG 
CORDILLERA SA AWTONOMIYA PAGDATING NG PEDERALISMO, AYON 
NAWA SA PAGBABAGO NG SALIGANG BATAS. (APPLAUSE) 
  
SA  DAGUPAN, INILUNSAD NA NG MGA KOLEHIYO GAYA NG 
NORTHWESTERN LYCEUM UNIVERSITY ANG LADDERIZED SYSTEM OF 
EDUCATION. SA GANITONG SISTEMA MAGAGAMIT SA UNIBERSIDAD 
ANG MGA KURSONG KINUHA SA VOCATIONAL SCHOOL AT ANG 
KARANASAN SA TRABAHO. (APPLAUSE)  
 
WE WILL EXPAND PRESIDENT RAMOS’ FLAGSHIP SAN ROQUE MULTI-
PURPOSE DAM (APPLAUSE) WITH THE MASSIVE AGNO RIVER 
PROJECT. ANOTHER MAJOR PROJECT IS THE BANAOANG IRRIGATION. 
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WE WILL ALLOCATE 200 MILLION PESOS A MONTH FOR SMALL 
IRRIGATION PROJECTS LIKE THOSE IN THE FLOOD CONTROL PLAN OF 
THE REGION II DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL HEADED BY BISHOP RAMON 
VILLENA. (APPLAUSE) PLUS ANOTHER 200 MILLION A MONTH FOR 
FARM-TO-MARKET ROADS. (APPLAUSE) 
  
ALSO IN THE WORKS IS AN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT IN PORO, LA 
UNION (APPLAUSE) AND THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE TWO AIRPORTS 
IN BATANES AS RECOMMENDED BY GOVERNOR VIC GATO. 
(APPLAUSE)  ILOCOS SUR WILL HAVE A SEAPORT IN SALOMAGUE 
(APPLAUSE) WHILE THE CAGAYAN ZONE AUTHORITY WILL BETTER 
THE ONE IN PORT IRENE. (APPLAUSE) 
  
TO SAVE DOLLARS, WINDMILLS IN BATANES AND ILOCOS NORTE 
TURN MEGAWINDS INTO MEGAWATTS. AND WHEN ROMY TOLENTINO 
WAS NORTH LUZON COMMANDER, HE BECAME A SOLDIER-FARMER... 
(APPLAUSE) A SOLDIER-FARMER PLANTING JATROPHA AS YET 
ANOTHER ALTERNATIVE FUEL. (APPLAUSE) 
   
THE METRO LUZON URBAN BELTWAY SPANS MOST OF CENTRAL 
LUZON, METRO MANILA, CALABARZON, MINDORO AND MARINDUQUE. 
IT MUST BE A GLOBALLY COMPETITIVE URBAN,  INDUSTRIAL AND 
SERVICES CENTER,  BECAUSE IT PRODUCES MORE THAN HALF OF 
THE COUNTRY'S GDP.  
  
 
TO BE WORLD-CLASS, WE WILL INVEST IN FIVE COMPREHENSIVE 
STRATEGIES FOR GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS: 
 

1.  MAKE FOOD PLENTIFUL AND AFFORDABLE TO KEEP OUR 
LABOR COST GLOBALLY COMPETITIVE. (APPLAUSE) 

2.  REDUCE THE COST OF ELECTRICITY TO MAKE OUR FACTORIES 
REGIONALLY COMPETITIVE. (APPLAUSE) 

3.  MODERNIZE INFRASTRUCTURE AT LEAST COST TO EFFICIENTLY 
TRANSPORT GOODS AND PEOPLE. (APPLAUSE) 

4.  MOBILIZE, UPGRADE AND DISSEMINATE KNOWLEDGE AND 
TECHNOLOGIES FOR PRODUCTIVITY.  (APPLAUSE) 

5. REDUCE RED TAPE IN ALL AGENCIES TO CUT BUSINESS COSTS. 
(APPLAUSE) 

  
THE MOST PROHIBITIVE RED TAPE IS IN OUR OUTMODED 
CONSTITUTION. (APPLAUSE) WE NEED CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE TO 
BRING OUR RULES OF INVESTMENT INTO THE NEW MILLENNIUM. 
(APPLAUSE) 
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THE NEW PUBLIC BIDDING PROCESS HAS BEEN SHORTENED TO 45 
DAYS FOR INFRASTRUCTURE, AND 26 DAYS FOR SUPPLIES, AS OF 
TODAY. (APPLAUSE)  EVEN BEFORE THIS, METRO MANILA FIRMS 
PAYING BRIBES FOR PUBLIC CONTRACTS DECLINED FROM 57 
PERCENT IN 2003 TO 46 PERCENT TODAY. CONGRATULATIONS! 
METRO MANILA. (APPLAUSE) 
  
MACHINE READABLE ELECTRONIC PASSPORTS WILL ENHANCE THE 
CREDIBILITY OF PHILIPPINE TRAVEL DOCUMENTS, IMPROVE THE 
MOBILITY, AND INCREASE THE PROSPECTS OF PHILIPPINE BUSINESS 
AND LABOR.   
  
LEGITIMATE MOBILITY IS HAMPERED BY HUMAN TRAFFICKING.  
THROUGH THE SUPPORT OF THE USAID, WE HAVE CONVICTED 
TRAFFICKERS LIKE THE TONGCO SPOUSES WHO WERE SENTENCED 
IN A QUEZON CITY COURT LAST DECEMBER. (APPLAUSE) THESE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS REMOVED US FROM THE PRIORITY ANTI-
TRAFFICKING WATCHLIST. (APPLAUSE) 
  
TO LOWER POWER COSTS, WE INTRODUCED THE WHOLESALE 
ELECTRICITY SPOT MARKET LAST MONTH.  LET’S GIVE IT A CAHNCE 
TO WORK. (APPLAUSE) AND WE WOULD LIKE BIG POWER CONSUMERS 
LIKE ELECTRONICS -- OUR NUMBER ONE EXPORTS -- TO AVAIL OF 
LOWER POWER RATES FROM THE NATIONAL POWER CORPORATION. 
(APPLAUSE)  ON COCO BIO-DIESEL, WE NOW HAVE ENOUGH 
CAPACITY FOR THE PROPOSED ONE PERCENT BLEND JUST WAITING 
TO BE PASSED INTO LAW. (APPLAUSE) 
  
 
 
 
THE SUBIC-CLARK CORRIDOR IS ON ITS WAY TO A COMPETITIVE 
INTERNATIONAL LOGISTICS SERVICE CENTER. THIS WILL BE MY 
LEGACY TO MY CABALENS (APPLAUSE)  JOINTLY WITH LITO AND MARK 
LAPID, REY AQUINO, ANNA BONDOC, BLUE BOY NEPOMUCENO, MY 
SON MIKEY, TARZAN LAZATIN. (APPLAUSE)  WE JUMPSTARTED IT WITH 
GIANT INVESTMENTS IN THE SUBIC SEAPORT, THE CLARK AIRPORT, 
AND THE SUBIC-CLARK-TARLAC EXPRESSWAY. AND TO BRING THE 
BELTWAY  TO THE WEST, WE WILL CONNECT THE SUBIC-CLARK-
TARLAC ROAD TO DINGALAN PORT THROUGH NUEVA ECIJA, 
(APPLAUSE)  AND THE MARIKINA-INFANTA ROAD TO THE PORT OF 
REAL. (APPLAUSE)  
  



 8 

UPANG IBSAN ANG PAGOD NG MGA EMPLEYADONG NAMAMASAHE SA 
TRAPIKO SA KALAKHANG MAYNILA, MANGANGAPITAL TAYO SA MGA 
EXPRESSWAY AT TREN.  
  
WE WILL HAVE A CONTINUOUS HIGHWAY FROM CLARK TO METRO 
MANILA TO BATANGAS PORT. (APPLAUSE) TAPOS NA YUNG 
EXPRESSWAY MULA CLARK HANGGANG MAYNILA. SA NGAYON, WALA 
NANG ISANG ORAS ANG BIYAHE MULA CLARK HANGGANG 
MONUMENTO. NGAYON IIWASAN NATIN ANG TRAPIKO MULA 
MONUMENTO DAHIL IDUDUGTONG NATIN ANG NORTH EXPRESSWAY  
SA C-5. (APPLAUSE)  TUTULONG SI SONNY BELMONTE SA RIGHT-OF-
WAY. (APPLAUSE) ANG C-5  NAMAN AY KONEKTADO NA SA SOUTH 
LUZON EXPRESSWAY. ANG SOUTH LUZON EXPRESSWAY AY 
PINAPALAPAD NAMAN HANGGANG CALAMBA. SA AGOSTO, 
PAPAHABAIN ITO HANGGANG BATANGAS. (APPLAUSE) WE WILL ALSO 
BUILD THE COASTAL ROAD TO BACOOR, WHICH HAS BECOME URBAN 
UNDER JESSIE CASTILLO. (APPLAUSE) 
   
PAGDURUGTUNGIN NATIN ANG MRT AT LRT MULA MONUMENTO 
HANGGANG NORTH EDSA (APPLAUSE) UPANG MABUO ANG BIYAHENG 
PAIKOT SA KAMAYNILAAN AT MAIBSAN ANG TRAPIK. (APPLAUSE) WE 
WILL CONSTRUCT THE NORTHRAIL TO CLARK AND THE SOUTHRAIL 
TO LUCENA AND ON TO BICOL, (APPLAUSE) AND UPGRADE THE LINK 
BETWEEN THEM.  WE WILL ALSO EXTEND THE LRT TO BACOOR. 
(APPLAUSE) SA PAGBILIS NG BIYAHE PATUNGO AT PALABAS NG 
METRO MANILA, MAKAKATIRA ANG MANGGAGAWA SA MAS MURA AT 
MAALIWALAS NA LALAWIGAN. (APPLAUSE) 
  
MAAYOS NA ANG KAPALIGIRAN SA RILES NG TREN SA SOUTH 
SUPERHIGHWAY. (APPLAUSE) MASAYA ANG MGA PAMILYANG HINATID 
NAMIN NI VICE PRESIDENT NOLI DE CASTRO SA KANILANG BAGO AT 
PERMANENTENG RELOKASYON. (APPLAUSE)  TEDDY BOY LOCSIN SAID 
IT HADN'T BEEN DONE BEFORE, AND COULDN'T BE DONE AT ALL. 
WELL, TEDDY? (LAUGHTER/APPLAUSE) 
  
NGAYON,  GAGAWIN ITO SA MAYNILA.  SI LITO ATIENZA ANG BAHALA. 
(APPLAUSE) 
  
 
 
WE THANK CHINA FOR AGREEING TO FUND THESE HOUSING NEEDS. 
HUWARAN ANG ATING PROGRAMANG PABAHAY PARA SA MAHIHIRAP 
ANG MGA PROYEKTO NG IGLESIA NI KRISTO AT GAWAD KALINGA. 
(APPLAUSE) 
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NGUNIT KAPOS SA TUBIG ANG MGA TAGA-WEST ZONE NG 
KAMAYNILAAN.  KAYA BIBIGYAN NATIN NG PREYORIDAD HINDI 
LAMANG ANG EDUKASYON, KURYENTE, ENERHIYA AT KALUSUGAN 
KUNDI TUBIG RIN. WE ARE SETTING UP A 300-MILLION LITERS PER 
DAY PUMPING STATION FOR MUNTINLUPA, LAS PIÑAS AND 
PARAÑAQUE. (APPLAUSE) 
   
WE WILL BUILD A ROLL-ON/ROLL-OFF PORT SYSTEM TO LINK 
LUCENA, QUEZON TO BOAC, MARINDUQUE  LIKE  THE BATANGAS-
MINDORO PORT. (APPLAUSE)  
  
SA GANITONG MGA PROYEKTO, PALALAKASIN NATIN ANG EKONOMIYA 
NG MGA BARANGAY AT LALAWIGAN. AND WE WILL END THE LONG 
OPPRESSION OF BARANGAYS BY REBEL TERRORISTS WHO KILL 
WITHOUT QUALMS EVEN THEIR OWN. (APPLAUSE) SA MGA 
LALAWIGANG SAKOP NG 7th DIVISION, NAKIKIBAKA SA KALABAN SI 
JOVITO PALPARAN. (APPLAUSE)  HINDI SIYA AATRAS... (APPLAUSE)  
HINDI SIYA AATRAS HANGGANG MAKAWALA SA GABI NG KILABOT ANG 
MGA PAMAYANAN AT MAKA-AHON SA BUKANG-LIWAYWAY  NG 
HUSTISYA AT KALAYAAN.  (APPLAUSE) 
   
IN THE HARSHEST POSSIBLE TERMS, I CONDEMN POLITICAL 
KILLINGS. (APPLAUSE) WE TOGETHER STOPPED JUDICIAL 
EXECUTIONS WITH THE ABOLITION OF THE DEATH PENALTY. WE 
URGE WITNESSES TO COME FORWARD. TOGETHER WE WILL STOP 
EXTRAJUDICIAL EXECUTIONS. (APPLAUSE) 
  
CENTRAL PHILIPPINES  HAS THE COMPETITIVE EDGE IN TOURISM IN 
ITS NATURAL WONDERS AND THE EXTRAORDINARY HOSPITALITY OF 
ITS PEOPLE. (APPLAUSE)  THE AREA SWEEPS ACROSS PALAWAN AND 
ROMBLON, THE VISAYAS AND BICOL, PLUS THE NORTHERN 
MINDANAO ISLANDS OF CAMIGUIN, SIARGAO AND DAPITAN. 
(APPLAUSE) TOPBILLED BY BORACAY, CEBU, BOHOL AND PALAWAN,  
IT ATTRACTS MORE THAN HALF OF THE FOREIGN TOURISTS TO THE 
PHILIPPINES. (APPLAUSE) IT IS ALSO THE CENTER OF GEOTHERMAL 
POWER IN THE COUNTRY, WHICH WE CONTINUE TO DEVELOP. 
(APPLAUSE) 
  
THE PRIORITY HERE IS TOURISM INVESTMENTS. COMING SOON FOR 
SUPERSTAR BORACAY ARE AN INSTRUMENT LANDING SYSTEM FOR 
THE KALIBO AIRPORT AND A THREE BILLION- PESO PRIVATE 
INVESTMENT IN A SAN JOSE, ROMBLON AIRPORT, (APPLAUSE) PLUS 
GOOD ROADS TO SPILLOVER DESTINATIONS ALL OVER PANAY. 
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(APPLAUSE) 
  
 
 
IN CEBU, GWEN GARCIA IS CONSTRUCTING A WORLD-CLASS 
CONVENTION CENTER (APPLAUSE)  FOR THE ASEAN AND EAST ASIAN 
SUMMITS IN DECEMBER.  
  
HELPING OUR INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADING IS THE FALL IN BRIBERY 
FOR PUBLIC SECTOR CONTRACTS IN METRO CEBU, FROM 62 
PERCENT OF COMPANIES IN 2004 TO 47 TODAY. (APPLAUSE)  
CONGRATULATIONS!  TO CARDINAL VIDAL FOR SHEPHERDING  HIS 
FLOCK AND TO METRO CEBU MAYORS OSMEÑA, OUANO AND 
FERNANDEZ, AND METRO CEBU REPRESENTATIVES DEL MAR,  
CUENCO,  GULLAS  AND  SOON-RUIZ. (APPLAUSE) 
  
BOHOL BECAME A DESTINATION DISTINCT FROM CEBU SINCE IT 
DEFEATED THE TERRORIST INSURGENCY WITH COMMUNITY-
INITIATIVES LED BY THE POWER TANDEM OF RICO AUMENTADO AND 
GENERAL JOHNNY GOMEZ, NOW THE NCR COMMANDER. (APPLAUSE)  
IT NOW MERITS ITS OWN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, (APPLAUSE)  JUST 
AS OUR COUNTRY DESERVES A WORLD-CLASS CONSTITUTION 
STRONGLY SUPPORTED BY GOVERNOR AUMENTADO AND THE 
LEAGUE OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES. (APPLAUSE) 
   
TOURISM IN PALAWAN REQUIRES THE UPGRADING OF THE AIRPORTS 
OF PUERTO PRINCESA, BUSUANGA, SAN VICENTE -- HOMETOWN OF 
CONGRESSMAN ALVAREZ, THAT’S WHY HE’S CLAPPING -- (APPLAUSE) 
AND THE BUILDING OF A NEW ONE IN BALABAC,  AS WELL AS A 
CONTINUOUS ROAD BACKBONE FROM EL NIDO TO BATARAZA. 
(APPLAUSE) 
  
WE WILL LENGTHEN THE DUMAGUETE RUNWAY FOR TOURISM AS 
WELL AS ELECTRONICS. VALENCIA, ORIENTAL NEGROS COULD 
ATTRACT SEMICONDUCTOR FIRMS WITH POWER RATES SUBSIDIZED 
BY THE GEOTHERMAL FIELD OF PALIMPINON. NEGROS WILL ALSO 
ADVANCE ENERGY INDEPENDENCE WITH ETHANOL PROJECTS IN SAN 
CARLOS CITY AND TAMLANG VALLEY,  ONCE THE BIO-FUEL LAW IS 
PASSED. (APPLAUSE)  YOU HAVE DONE YOUR PART, MIGS. 
  
WE WILL SERVE GUIMARAS BY THE AIRPORT BEING BUILT IN SANTA 
BARBARA, ILOILO AND BY A NEW RO-RO PORT IN SIBUNAG. WE WILL 
LINK SIPALAY VIA SILAY AIRPORT FUNDED BY THE NATIONAL 
GOVERNMENT AND KABANKALAN AIRPORT BEING BUILT BY ITS LOCAL 
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GOVERNMENT.  THANK YOU. (APPLAUSE) 
   
FOR BICOL'S WHALE SHARKS, BEACHES AND, OF COURSE, MOUNT 
MAYON, WE HAVE STARTED ACQUIRING THE  RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR AN 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT IN DARAGA, ALBAY. (APPLAUSE) WE WILL 
PROVIDE THE MEANS TO THE PERFECT SURFS OF THE PACIFIC BY 
UPGRADING THE AIRPORTS OF SIARGAO, GUIUAN AND TACLOBAN. 
(APPLAUSE) 
  
 
 
WE WILL WIDEN THE ROAD TO DAKAK IN DAPITAN, AND RO-RO WILL 
CONNECT SIQUIJOR TO SANTANDER, CEBU; CAMIGUIN TO JAGNA, 
BOHOL; UBAY, BOHOL TO MAASIN, SOUTHERN LEYTE,  FOR  DIVING  
IN LIMASAWA. (APPLAUSE) 
   
WE WILL BRING MASBATE AND BILIRAN INTO THE RO-RO EASTERN 
NAUTICAL HIGHWAY  FROM SURIGAO THROUGH LEYTE THROUGH 
NAVAL AND MARIPIPI IN BILIRAN THROUGH ESPERANZA, AROROY AND 
BURIAS ISLAND IN MASBATE AND ON TO BICOL. (APPLAUSE)  THE 
MUCH AWAITED 10-MEGAWATT GENERATOR SET ARRIVED IN 
MASBATE LAST SATURDAY. (APPLAUSE) IT IS READY  TO POWER UP 
THE PROVINCE BEFORE THE END OF THE MONTH. (APPLAUSE)  
  
CAMIGUIN, ROMBLON AND CAMARINES NORTE GOT OUT OF THE LIST 
OF POOREST PROVINCES  IN  2003.  WITH TOURISM THESE 
PROVINCES CAN BECOME RICH. (APPLAUSE) 
  
ALSO WINNING THE WAR AGAINST POVERTY AND CALAMITY, 
UNDAUNTED BY UNIMAGINABLE CATASTROPHE, THE VALIANT PEOPLE 
OF SOUTHERN LEYTE UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF ROSETTE LERIAS 
AND OGING MERCADO-- (APPLAUSE) OUR RUDY GULIANI -- THE 
VALIANT PEOPLE OF SOUTHERN LEYTE ARE REBUILDING THE LIVES 
OF SAINT BERNARD AND SAN FRANCISCO FROM THEIR TRAGIC 
MUDSLIDES. (APPLAUSE) YESTERDAY, I ASKED THE JAPANESE 
GOVERNMENT TO HELP SOUTHERN LEYTE IMPLEMENT AN 
INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT APPROACH TO DEAL WITH THEIR 
CRITICAL ECOSYSTEM, LIKE THE ONE THAT THE WORLD BANK HAS 
APPROVED FOR THE BICOL RIVER BASIN PROJECT. (APPLAUSE) 
  
MINDANAO IS OUR PRIORITY FOR AGRI-BUSINESS INVESTMENTS IN 
THE SOUTH. (APPLAUSE) MINDANAO IS MOSTLY FERTILE AND 
LARGELY TYPHOON-FREE, EXPORTING COCONUT PRODUCTS AND 
HIGH-VALUE CROPS, AND FROM ITS WATERS COME 40 PERCENT OF 
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THE COUNTRY'S FISH CATCH. OUR INVESTMENT PRIORITIES MIRROR 
THOSE FOR NORTH LUZON, AND MORE BECAUSE MINDANAO HAS THE 
POOREST REGIONS AND POOREST PROVINCES AND BECAUSE WE 
HAVE TO SPEND ON A LOGISTICS SYSTEM LINKING IT TO THE NORTH.  
   
IN 2003, WE INTRODUCED THE RO-RO FROM ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE 
THROUGH NEGROS, PANAY AND MINDORO TO BATANGAS. THIS 
SYSTEM HAS SLASHED TRAVEL TIME FROM MINDANAO TO LUZON 
FROM 36 HOURS TO 24 HOURS AND FREIGHT COST BY  30 PERCENT  -
- SO CRUCIAL TO FOOD SHIPMENTS. (APPLAUSE)  NOW, WE WILL 
DEVELOP MORE ROUTES LIKE THE ONE FROM CAGAYAN DE ORO 
THROUGH CAMIGUIN, BOHOL, CEBU AND MASBATE TO BICOL, THE 
CENTRAL NAUTICAL HIGHWAY. (APPLAUSE) 
  
ALSO IN 2003, SULU, LANAO DEL SUR AND TAWI-TAWI REGISTERED 
DOUBLE-DIGIT DECLINES IN POVERTY INCIDENCE FROM THE YEAR 
2000. CONGRATULATIONS! (APPLAUSE) 
KITANG-KITA ANG PAGBABAGO NG MGA ISLAND PROVINCES NG SULU, 
BASILAN AT TAWI-TAWI. NAGBUKAS ANG JOLLIBEE SA BASILAN. 
(APPLAUSE) THE BALIKATAN EXERCISES WITH THE UNITED STATES, 
COMBINED WITH THE U.S. GEM PROGRAM AND OTHER DONOR-
ASSISTED PROJECTS,  HAVE NO DOUBT CONTRIBUTED TO THIS. 
  
SA SULU, ISANG ARAW NG MAYO, UMUULAN, NAGWAKAS ANG ISANG 
MAHABANG PAGTUTUNGGALI NANG PUMASOK ANG MGA KAWAL AT 
SIBILYAN SA KAMPONG BITAN-AG SA PANAMAO NA HAWAK NG MGA 
REBELDE. NAGYAKAPAN AT NAGKAMAYAN ANG DALAWANG PANIG. 
DAHIL SA MATINDING PAGNANAIS PARA SA KAPAYAPAAN NI MARINE 
GENERAL BEN DOLORFINO, NAGANAP ANG PAGKAKASUNDO. 
(APPLAUSE) GAYON NATAPOS ANG ISANG MADUGONG KABANATA. 
CONGRATULATIONS! GENERAL DOLORFINO. (APPLAUSE) 
  
SUSI  SA ANUMANG PAG-IBAYO ANG MALAKAS NA SUPORTA AT MA-
ABILIDAD NA LIDERATO NG PAMAHALAANG LOKAL. HALIMBAWA, 
YUNG  "FROM ARMS TO FARMS" NI GOVERNOR BEN LOONG NG SULU, 
(APPLAUSE) WITH HIS CARAVAN OF TRACTORS LITERALLY INVADING 
FORMER REBEL CAMPS IN HIS PROVINCE. CONGRATULATIONS!  
(APPLAUSE)   
  
MAHIGIT ISANG LINGGONG NAKARAAN, DUMATING SA "ELEVEN 
ISLANDS" ANG DAAN-DAANG REBELDE AT KANILANG PAMILYA, SA 
PAMUMUNO NG DATING MNLF COMMANDER NA SI ARIBARI SAMSON. 
(APPLAUSE) DITO SA MGA PULO NA KILALANG “NO MAN’S ISLAND,” 
DATI NAGTATAGO ANG MGA REBELDE AT KRIMINAL. NGAYON, SA 
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TULONG NG ISANG PROGRAMA NG UNITED NATIONS, NAGTAYO TAYO 
NG DALAWANG DAANG TAHANAN AT PANIBAGONG BUHAY PARA SA 
PANGKAT NI SAMSON. THANK YOU FOR GIVING PEACE A CHANCE,  
COMMANDER  SAMSON. (APPLAUSE) 
  
I TAKE THIS OCCASION TO EXPRESS OUR GRATITUDE TO THE DONOR 
COMMUNITY FROM THE U.S., THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC 
CONFERENCE, THE EUROPEAN UNION, AUSTRALIA, JAPAN, OUR 
ASEAN NEIGHBORS, THE MULTILATERALS AND THE REST OF THE 
WORLD.  THANK YOU FOR HELPING US IN OUR PEACE PROCESS. 
(APPLAUSE) 
   
IF WE CAN HARNESS THE FORCES OF GOOD IN OUR NATION, THE 
POSITIVE FORCE AT WORK HERE AT HOME AND THOSE FROM 
ABROAD SUCH AS THE U.S., MALAYSIA, THE OIC AND OTHERS, WE 
SHALL PREVAIL IN MINDANAO WITH A PEACE AGREEMENT THAT 
BRINGS FREEDOM AND HOPE TO ALL FILIPINOS. WITH THIS PEACE, 
WE WOULD REAP DIVIDENDS IN RESOURCES INVESTED IN AGRI-
BUSINESS,  NOT AGGRESSION;  TO BUILD UP,  NOT TEAR DOWN  THE 
PHILIPPINE SOUTH.  
  
 
 
AMONG THE POSSIBLE PEACE DIVIDENDS WOULD BE PRO-POOR 
ROAD PROJECTS LIKE THE SIOCON-SIRAWAI-SIBUCO-BALIGUIAN 
ROAD IN ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE; (APPLAUSE) THE LEBAK TO 
MAGUINDANAO WHICH SIM DATUMANONG STARTED WHEN HE WAS 
SECRETARY OF PUBLIC WORKS; (APPLAUSE) THE DINAGAT ISLAND 
ROAD NETWORK IN SURIGAO DEL NORTE; (APPLAUSE) THE HAWILIAN-
SALUG-SINAKUNGAN BARANGAY ROAD IN AGUSAN DEL SUR; 
(APPLAUSE) THE PANGIL BAY BRIDGE CONNECTING LANAO DEL 
NORTE TO MISAMIS OCCIDENTAL  (APPLAUSE) -- PANAGINIP NI 
ABDULLAH AT SAKA NI LEI DEOCAMPOS;  AND THE SURIGAO-DAVAO 
ROAD, WHICH WE WANT TO BE AS BEAUTIFUL AS THE BUKIDNON 
HIGHWAY  COMPLETED DURING THE ADMINISTRATION OF JOE ZUBIRI 
AND THE TERM OF MIGS ZUBIRI. (APPLAUSE) 
  
MINDANAO’S NUMBER ONE EXPORT, COCONUTS, HAS BEEN 
GROWING CONTINUOUSLY FOR THE LAST THREE YEARS, AT THE 
RATE OF 10 PERCENT A YEAR. THE COCONUT FARMERS DESERVE A 
PORTION OF THE PEACE DIVIDEND. I INVITE CONGRESS AND THE 
BISHOPS-ULAMA-PRIESTS-PASTORS-FARMER-LUMAD CONFERENCE 
LED BY ARCHBISHOP FERNANDO CAPALLA TO HELP ME ENSURE 
THEIR RIGHTFUL SHARE. (APPLAUSE) 
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ON TOP OF PEACE AND INVESTMENT, PROGRESS ALSO DEMANDS 
GOOD GOVERNANCE. I CONGRATULATE DONKOY EMANO FOR THE 
DROP IN REPORTS OF CORRUPTION IN PUBLIC CONTRACTS IN 
CAGAYAN DE ORO, FROM 65 PERCENT OF FIRMS LAST YEAR TO 38 
THIS YEAR. (APPLAUSE) HE IS NOT HERE, HE SENT ME A TEXT 
WISHING ME GOOD LUCK. IN MY SONA. ALSO, RUDY DUTERTE AND 
THE OTHER LEADERS OF METRO DAVAO LED BY MAJORITY LEADER 
BOY NOGRALES FOR A SIMILAR DROP, 57 PERCENT LAST YEAR TO 49 
PERCENT NOW. (APPLAUSE)  THINGS ARE COMING TOGETHER FOR 
MINDANAO, A PRELUDE TO THEIR READINESS FOR EVENTUAL 
FEDERALISM. (APPLAUSE) 
  
THE CYBER CORRIDOR WILL BOOST TELECOMMUNICATIONS, 
TECHNOLOGY AND EDUCATION. THE CORRIDOR RUNS THE LENGTH 
OF ALL THE SUPER REGIONS, FROM BAGUIO TO CEBU TO DAVAO. 
THE CITIES OF DAVAO, TAGUM AND SAMAL ISLAND GARDEN ALL 
OPERATE ELECTRONIC GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS. THERE 
ARE NOW MANY WINGS TO THIS CORRIDOR BECAUSE ENTERPRISING 
LOCAL EXECUTIVES LIKE L-RAY VILLAFUERTE AND JERRY TREÑAS 
HAVE AGGRESSIVELY ATTRACTED CALL CENTERS TO THEIR 
JURISDICTIONS. (APPLAUSE) CONGRATS! JERRY. IN THIS CORRIDOR, 
THE ENGLISH AND INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION 
TECHNOLOGY SKILLS OF THE YOUTH GIVE THEM A COMPETITIVE 
EDGE IN CALL CENTERS AND OTHER BUSINESS PROCESS 
OUTSOURCING.  
  
 
 
 
 
IN 2001, IN THIS HALL, WE HAILED ICT AS A KEY GROWTH SECTOR. 
SO WE BUILT UP TELECOMMUNICATIONS INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
OPENED THE MARKET FOR INTERNET PHONE CALLS. TODAY, 
INTERNATIONAL CALLS COST 6 CENTS A MINUTE, DOWN FROM 40 
CENTS.  FROM  2,000  BPO WORKERS  IN 2001, WE  NOW  HAVE  
200,000. (APPLAUSE) 
  
I HAD COFFEE WITH SOME CALL CENTER AGENTS LAST LABOR DAY.  
LYN, A NEW COLLEGE GRADUATE, TOLD ME... HI! LYN. (APPLAUSE) 
LYN TOLD ME,  "NOW,  I DON'T HAVE TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY IN 
ORDER FOR ME TO HELP MY FAMILY. SALAMAT PO." I WAS SO 
TOUCHED, LYN BY YOUR COMMENTS. (APPLAUSE) WITH THESE 
STRUCTURAL REFORMS, WE NOT ONLY FOUND JOBS, BUT KEPT 
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FAMILIES INTACT. THANK GOD, I THOUGHT, OR SOMEONE MIGHT 
ALSO TRY TO IMPEACH ME FOR VIOLATING ARTICLE 15 OF THE 
CONSTITUTION ON THE SOLIDARITY OF THE FAMILY AS THE 
FOUNDATION OF THE NATION. (LAUGHTER/APPLAUSE) 
   
AS LOUIE VILLAFUERTE ARGUES, (APPLAUSE) TO STEP INTO THE 
FUTURE, A COUNTRY THAT WANTS TO BE A PLAYER IN THE GLOBAL 
ECONOMY NEEDS BOLD AND WELL-FUNDED RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES OF ITS OWN. TO THIS END, WE WILL 
CONTINUOUSLY INCREASE THE BUDGET FOR SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY AND EDUCATION. (APPLAUSE) INPUT NI LOUIE YAN SA 
DISKURSONG ITO. FOR IN TODAY’S GLOBAL ECONOMY,  KNOWLEDGE 
IS THE GREATEST CREATOR OF WEALTH. 
  
IN SUMMARY, I NAMED ONLY A FEW PRIORITIES TO ILLUSTRATE THAT 
ON MANY FRONTS, YOUR GOVERNMENT IS WORKING, AND WORKING 
WELL. (APPLAUSE)  OUR ECONOMY IS NOW GROWING OVER THE 
LONGEST PERIOD IN THE LAST QUARTER-CENTURY -- 22 
CONSECUTIVE QUARTERS OF GROWTH. (APPLAUSE)  UMAKYAT NG 
MAHIGIT TATLUMPUNG PORSIYENTO ANG KITA NG PINAKAMAHIHIRAP 
NA PAMILYA SA UNANG TATLONG TAON NG ATING PANUNUNGKULAN, 
AT BUMABA ANG DAMI NG MARALITA SA 25 PERCENT NG MGA 
PAMILYA, MULA 28 PERCENT, KATUMBAS NG DALAWANG MILYONG 
KATAO NA LUMAYA SA KAHIRAPAN. (APPLAUSE) ACCORDING TO 
THORNTON AND PUNONGBAYAN, 70 PERCENT OF MEDIUM-SIZED 
BUSINESS OWNERS ARE OPTIMISTIC, THE FIFTH MOST OPTIMISTIC 
AMONG 30 COUNTRIES, JUST BEHIND INDIA,  IRELAND, SOUTH 
AFRICA AND CHINA. (APPLAUSE) 
  
BICKERING IN POLITICS MAY DELAY, BUT NOT DERAIL THE 
INITIATIVES THAT NEED TO BE TAKEN ON OUR PRO-POOR, PRO-
GROWTH AND PRO-PEACE AGENDA. REGARDLESS OF THE FATE OF 
THE NATIONAL BUDGET, WE MUST AUTOMATE OUR ELECTION 
PROCESS. (APPLAUSE) LOCAL GOVERNMENTS MUST GET THEIR 
RIGHTFUL SHARE OF REVENUES. (APPLAUSE) I ASK CONGRESS TO 
PASS A SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET TO EFFECT THIS. (APPLAUSE) 
  
 
 
WE ARE A GREAT PEOPLE. WE HAVE HONEST STUDENTS AND 
HONEST COPS. WE HAVE SCALED THE HEIGHTS OF MOUNT EVEREST. 
(APPLAUSE) WE HAVE DOMINATED THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN GAMES. 
(APPLAUSE) WE HAVE WON INTERNATIONAL BEAUTY TITLES. 
(APPLAUSE) AND, OF COURSE, PUNCHED OUR WAY TO TRIUMPH IN 



 16 

THE BOXING WORLD. (CHEERS/APPLAUSE) MABUHAY! MANNY. OUR 
PEOPLE COMPETE AND WIN EVERY DAY IN EVERY  IMAGINABLE JOB 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. INDIVIDUALLY, WE HAVE TAKEN ON THE 
WORLD AND WON;  TOGETHER, WE MUST TAKE ON THE CHALLENGE 
OF CREATING A NEW, PEACEFUL, HUMANE AND COMPETITIVE NATION 
AND PREVAIL. (APPLAUSE) 
  
FOR THOSE WHO WANT TO PICK UP OLD FIGHTS, WE’RE GAME. 
(APPLAUSE) BUT WHAT A WASTE OF TIME. (APPLAUSE) WHY NOT JOIN 
HANDS INSTEAD... (APPLAUSE)  JOIN HANDS IN THE BIGGEST 
CHALLENGE OF ALL, WHERE WE ALL WIN OR WE ALL LOSE  THE 
BATTLE FOR THE SURVIVAL AND PROGRESS OF OUR ONE AND ONLY  
COUNTRY. (APPLAUSE) 
  
AFTER THREE YEARS, ELEVEN MONTHS, AND SIX DAYS, I SHALL 
RELINQUISH THE PRESIDENCY,  WITH MUCH IF NOT ALL THAT I HAVE 
OUTLINED COMPLETED. (APPLAUSE) I DO NOT WANT IT SAID THEN 
THAT, IN THE END, I DEFEATED MY ENEMIES. I WOULD RATHER HAVE 
IT SAID THAT ALL OF US, YOU AND I,  FRIENDS AND FOES TODAY, 
ACHIEVED TOGETHER A COUNTRY  PROGRESSIVE, PROSPEROUS AND 
UNITED.  (APPLAUSE) 
 
THANK YOU.  MABUHAY!  (APPLAUSE) 
  
 

*      *      * 
 


